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' To  t he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  HolyY/ell  Biu-nl  District 
Counci 1. 

Mndo’.a  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  upon 
the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Holywell  Icr  the  year 
ended  December  21st  1956. 

I ~ish  to  acknoY’ ledge  the  heln  given  by  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  preparation  of  Sct.tic-ns  C, 

D,  and  E,  of  the  report,  and  by  the  Engineer  for  his  part  of 
Section  C. 

In  conclusion,  I uish  to  thank  tho  Council  as  a T^hole, 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Council,  for  their  generous  assistance 
to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I remain, 

Mr-  Chaiiman,  Madam  & Gentlemen, 
vr'ur  obedient  Servant, 

Signed ; DoJ.  ERASER. 

Medical  Officen*  of  Health. 
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The  Re^Jiatrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  the 
nonulation  was  compared  with  82,280  in  1955,  The 

number  of  live-birtns  rose  from  322  in  1955  to  339  in  1956, 
giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  15.27.  This  is  close  to  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  15® 7 (provisional), 
but  the  ’’corrected  rate”  for  the  district  is  16.94. 

There  were  11  still-births  compared  v/ith  6 in  1955, 
giving  a still- birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births 
of  31,42  which  is  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of 
23e0  . 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  324  compared  vrith  315 
in  1955,  The  crude  death-rate  was  14,60  per  1,000  population, 
compared  with  14,13  in  1955o  The  ’’corrected”  death  rate 
was  13.87,  comipared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of 

11.7. 


There  were  no  deaths  associate'^  ^th  pregnorxcy  and 

childbirth. 

It  will  be  seen  that  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system  accounted  for  162  dcat!. o,  and  cancer  for  60.  Thore  were 
no  deaths  due  to  Diphtheria,  lyiiooping  C"  igh,  Measles,  Meningitis, 
or  Poliomyelitis.  9 deaths  were  due  to  Pneumonia,  1 to 
Influenza  and  15  to  accidents.  There  were  5 deaths  from 
Tuberculosis,  compared  with  7 in  1955. 

Taere  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  infantile  deaths  from 
10  to  6,  Three  were  under  a month  old. 

There  were  35  new  notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  (29 
pulmonary  and  6 cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  organs  other  than  the 
lungs),  compared  with  32  new  cases  in  1955. 

There  were  146  cases  of  notifiable  di eases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  with  9 deaths.  Measles  were  less  p‘''e valent,  with 
66  cases  and  Whooping  cough  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  more  prevalent 
during  the  year.  The  total  of  notifications  was  146  comnared 
with  482  in  1955. 

The  Housing  Survey  required  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  Iroceedings  for 
the  clearance  of  houses  in  Lceswood  were  begun. 
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SECTION  A 


Snecial  conditions  including  chief  industries. 

There  is  no  change  of  importance  to  report  under  this 

heading  since  the  lost 

report. 

Area  in  a. cron: 

58,000 

T^’opulation  ^Registrar 

General ”s  Estimate). 

Mid-year  1956; 

22,190 

Mid-yrar  1955; 

22 . 280 

Mid-year  1954; 

22,290' 

Census  1951  ; 

22  5 324 

Number  of  inhabited 

hous  es : 

a, 010 

Rat  ebale  Value; 

£174,934 

product  of  a Penny 

Rat  e: 

£709.  14o  9d. 

Vital  Stntisticsp 


Those  are  presented  in  tabular  farm*  E:  r the  purpose  of 
comparison  figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and,  where  approp- 
riate, the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


Births. 

Ta  bl  e 1 . 

Live  Births. 

Ma le  s o 

Fan  ales. 

Total 

Legi tiraat  e 

167 

156 

323 

Illegitimate 

; 10^ 

6 

16 

To  to  Is 

177 

162 

339 

Li e-birth  rate  per  1,0 00  nopulation « 


1954:  13.54 

19  55:  14.45 

1956:  15.27 

England  and  Wales.  Live-births  per  1,000  zonula tion. 

1955:  15.0 

1956:  15.7 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  shows  a slight  rise, 
whilst  that  for  H^'lywell  Rural  District  also  shews  a rise.  Tno 
number  of  live-births  was  339  coranared  with  322  in  1955.  Tiiero 
7,ere  16  illegitimate  births,  coranared  with  15  in  1955.  The 
comparability  factor  being  1.11,  the  corrected  birth  rate  is 
16.94  per  1,000  population. 

Table  2. 

Stj  11-births . Ma  1 es ♦ Females.  Tata  la  . 

Legitimate  ^6  5 11 

II ie-u  timote  - - - 


Totals  6 5 11 


Stlll-birth  rate  per  1,000  tv^tal  Live  and  Still-births. 


1956:  31.42 

1955:  24.24 

1954:  35.14 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  oopulatlon. 


1956 

1955 

1954 


0.4  9 
0.35 
0.49 
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En>slsnd  and  WaP'.oso  Sti  13,-birth  rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still- 
bi rths^ 


j 1956 
1955 
1954 


23  c 0 
23 

24.0 


The  nuiabor  of  still-births  tvas  11  compared  with  8 in 

1955. 


I believe  that  this  number  could  be  reduced  if  prospective 
mothers  made  full  use  of  the  facilities  available  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  - antenatal  attention  either  from 
the  Family  Doctor,  the  County  Council’s  Clinics,  or  from  the 
Hosnitals’  clinics^.  These  services  are  not  as  fully  used  as 
thev  rai^ht  her-  It  must  be  accepted,  however,  that  with  a 
high  birth  rate,  there  must  be  a number  of  still-births. 

Deaths  (General)  Hate.- 


TOble  3^ 

Maleso  Feraaleso  Totals. 

All  ages  (nil  causes)  167  157  324 

Crude  Death  Nate  per  1,000  populationo 

1956:  14.60 

1955:  14.13 

1954:  12.51 

England  and  vfaleso  Death  pate  per  1,000  population. 

1956:  ii„7 

1955;  11.7 

1954:  11.3 

’’Corrected”  Death  Hate  1956  - 15.87  per  1,000  populntion. 

There  has  been  a rise  j.n  the  death  rate  as  compared  with 
1955o  There  were  324  deaths  compared  with  515  in  1955. 

Apulving  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor  (which 
helps  to  make  a true  comparison  betxireGn  the  rates  in  the  various 
areas  of  the  country)  the  death  rate  is  reduced  to  13.87  per 
1,000  pouulat io^n,  which  corauarep  favourably  with  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  os  a wholo. 


Ta  ble  4 . 


Deaths  (General)  Analysis, 
Causes  of  Death, 

M. 

E. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1,( 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

4 

1 

5 

Popuiati  0 n, 
0.225 

Other  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 
abortion 

Malignant  Neoplasm  stomach 

6 

4 

10 

0 .450 

” ” lung,  bronchus 

14 

2 

16 

0.630 

” ” breast 

- 

7 

7 

0.315 

" ” uterus 

- 

3 

3 

0.136 

Other  malignant  and  Lymphatic 

neoplasms 

15 

9 

24 

1.081 

Diabetes 

- 

3 

3 

0.136 

Vascular  lesions  nervous  system 

24 

37 

61 

2.748 

C -'r unary  disease  Angina 

35 

20 

55 

2.478 

H’/per-t ension  with  heart 

di  sease 

2 

5 

7 

0.315 

3 


Death  s 


Cans  Cf 


{General) 
or  DcaTTTo' 


A no  iy  si  a 


Other  heart  diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Syphilitic  disease 
Pneumonia 
Bronchi ti s 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Hyperplasia  prostate 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  defined  and  illdefined 

diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
Ail  other  accidents 
Sui  cide 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Influenza 
Gastritis , 


and 


Other 


enteriti s 
diarrhoea 
infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 


TOTAL: 


Me 

Po 

T.-tolo 

Pate  per  1,000 

population.  - 

16 

23 

39 

1.757  • 

5 

5 

10 

0.4  50 

1 

- 

1 

0.045 

3 

6 

9 

0.40  5 

9 

5 

14 

0.630 

2 

1 

3 

0.136 

2 

1 

KJ 

0.136 

4 

- 

4 

0.180 

1 

1 

2 

0.090 

9 

15 

24 

1.081 

5 

2 

7 

0 c 31§ 

4 

4 

8 

0.360 

3 

1 

4 

0.180 

n 

Cj 

2 

0.090 

1 

- 

1 

0 .045 

- 

1 

1 

0 .045 

- 

1 

1 

0.045 

167 

157 

324 

1 Tuberculosis,  (all 

respira  tory ) , 

1 commonest 

cause  of 

death  was 

ulotory  system,  with 

. 162  deaths. 

Of  deaths 

due  to  infections  or 

coraDared  with  7 in  1955. 


followed  by  Cancer  with  60 < 
notifiable  diseases,  9 wore  due  to  Pneumonia,  1 to  influenza 
and  5 to  Tuberculosis,  There  wore  no  deaths  frem  Diphtheria, 
7/hooping  C^>>ugh,  Meningitis,  or  Poliomyelitis.  15  deaths  were 
due  to  accidents,  7 being  motor-accidents.  There  were  4 cases 
of  suicide. 

Table  5<> 


D ea t hs o Causes  associated  with  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 
abortiono 

There  were  no  deaths  from  these  causes. 

Table  6. 

Death  Hate  (Infantile)  i.e.  jtuicxxts  under  one  year  old. 


Males, 


Pemales  • 


Totals. 


Legitimate 
Illegi  tim«jito 


Totals 


Infantile  Death  Hate  per  1,000  live-births. 


1956: 
19  55: 
1954: 


17.69 

31.05 

16.55 


4. 


Infantile  Depth  'Roto  vf  timate  baibies  per  1,000  lefritimate 
birthso 


A 19  55 
1955 
1954 


18,57 

26.05 

14 .06 


Inf  anti  le  Death  Rate  of  illegi  titnate  babies  ner  1,000  lllegitirnat  e 
births , 


1956 

1955 

1954 


Mil, 

133.33 

55,55 


England  and  Wujee,  Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live-births. 


1956:  23 p 3 
1955:  24 oS 
1954:  25 o 5 


The  number  af  deaths  of  infants  under  a year  cld  ij7as  6, 
compared  with  10  in  1955.  5 in  1954,  and  13  in  1953. 

Three  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  within  four  weeks  of 
birth.  Causes  of  death  included  pre-maturity  and  congenital 
defects . 

SECTION  Bp 


Concral  Provisions  of  Haaltu  services  in  the  Area. 


Public  Hca  1th  Of  fleer  s of  the  Authority. 

Cleik  ^f  the  Council:  Richard  Tones. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  D.  J,  Eraser,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  inspector:  D.O.  Meredith  Jones,  CoR.S.I., 

^Moil.P.H.I. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector;  O.C.R.  Roberts,  C.R.S.I., 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  A.  Hughes,  C.R.S.I.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Vfot  er  Engineer:  E.A.  Iddon,  A«MoIt.Mun.E» 

Architect:  R.E.  Roberts,  B.  Arch.,  A.R.I.B.A. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

C^^nway  and  Birkenhead. 

Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Provided  by  the  Flintshire  County  Ck-uncil.  Ambulances  are 
stationed  at  Flint,  Holywell,  Mold  and  Prestatyn.  Sitting  case 
cars  are  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Ambulance  Service. 

Otner  Services  provided  by  the  county  Council. 


Horae  helps. 

Home  nursing. 

Domiciliary  midwifery. 

Health  visiting. 

Diphtheria  and  TThooping  Cough  immunisation. 
Tuberculosis  health  visiting. 

Mental  health  visiting. 


5. 


Provciition  of  lllnosss  care  ond  aftercarea 
AntG-natal  clinic So 

Scdool  clinics  and  malical  examination  of  school  children  at  the 

Schools. ' 

Infant  vvelfaro  clinicso  ^ 

Vaccination  ( oy  arraiicement ) and  by  local  medical  practitioners. 
Dental  insp  ectioii  and  clinics. 

Ophthalmic  clinics. 

Diatribution  of  infant 

ii nt i -p  0 li  o my  e li t i s imma ni  s a t i o n . 

B.CcCt.  vaccination  against  TaberculosiSi 
Ear , No  sea  nd  To>roa  t c 1 j ni  c s . 

Speech  Therapy  clinics. 

Ultra-violet  light  therapy o 

Provided  by  th e_J-h:(p. £na  1 yjo sni  ta  1 Board  ar.e:-^ 

Hosoital  and  out-natient  clinic  facilitieso 
Chest  clinics  and  sanatorium  accommodation. 

Mental  hosnital  facilities. 

Mass  Radiography  facilities  - mobile  units. 

SECTION  C. 

V/a'Gor  Sup~T^ly. 


The  v?ater  supnly  in  the  Council’s  Statutory  7\rca  has  been 
generally  satisfactory.  The  consuraation  of  water  has  fallen 
slightly  during  1956  as  shown  by  the  following  figures;- 

Yo-irly  consumption  in  Million  Gallons. 


1938, - 

1939  , 

1949, 

1953., 

1954;. 

1955. 

1956. 

Domestic 

44.79 

78 . 73 

85 . 95o 

91.98 

91.50 

90.73 

91.05 

Trade  (inciurintv. 
/igricultuj:*e) 

10o25 

21 . 64 

37.91 

4r).£»4 

46.21 

47.00 

44.76 

Bulk  supples 

.91 

3o6S 

5 o 06 

4.94 

4.39 

6.R6 

6.54 

55.95 

104.30 

128.92 

142.16 

141;.  16 

143.99 

142.35 

Worh  is  still  proceeding  on  the  distribution  scheme  and 
supples  of  water  are  being  taken  from  the  new  main  into  Carmel, 
Uhitford  Village  and  Mostync  ir  is  hoped  to  complete  the  main 
early  in  1957. 

The  Council  have  continued  their  policy  of  mai  ns  renewals 
throughout  the  area.  Birkenhead  corporation  are  constructing 
the  Doe  Scheme  ard  on  comnletion  the  Holywell  council  will  benefit. 
They  will  be  able  to  make  good  their  deficiency  of  water  and  give 
a good  supply  in  the  Talacre  camping  areQ. 

Details  of  water  sxinply  within  the  area  are;- 


(a)  Direct  to  houses 
NO.  of  houses 


population  (estimated) 


4,711 


14,133 


(b)  Standpipe  supply 
No.  of  houses 


population  (estimated) 


1,716  5,148 

Sew erage  and  S ewa ge  Disposal. 


The  'disposal  works  have  received  regular  maintenance  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  River  Board. 

Schemes  of  Sev7  erage  for  Sought  on  and  Pent  re  Ha  Iky  n are  in 
course  of  construction.  Schemes  are  being  prepared  for  Rhydymwyn 
and  Mostyn. 
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Public  Cleansinrt^ 

Tho  "oublic  clGonsin(5  the  District  is  CQrriGd  out  by  tTjo 
systems:-  (n)  u irect  labour  scheme  onl  (b)  contract  work. 

Tb  G cl'ircct  labour  scheme  coyers  the  following  cliGtricts. 
pi  strict  N _ _1 

Mo'styn,  Pl’ynnongroev: , Talacrej  G‘.’/Gspyr  and  Grenanto 

District  NOt  _ 

Cnerwys,  Tluper  ■'v'?hitford  Par  ish  , _ Trolo.^an,  Newmarket,  Llsnasa, 

Penyfforcid  and  the  Parish  or  Ys’ceifies. 

District  Nw., 

TY.rthou  Hall , S^uGhton , Mvnvod  isa  - Now  Brighton,  Gwernaff ield  , 
Paniymwyn  and  Gwernymynydda 

The  Contract  Scheme  covers  the  following  districts;- 
Contract  Scha’iiei  N--»o 

Brynford  Parish,  Nannerchs  Cilcain  anl  Rhydymwyn, 

Contract  Scheme  NOo  2.> 

RiiosesQior,  Halkyn,  voel-y-cr  iw- , and  P.iGsycaG,. 

Dug  to  the  Rural  District  council  covering  an  area  of 
53,000  acres  it  is  nGcessary  "^or  •’-easons  of  econcray  and  efficiency 
of  service  to  have  several  tips,  each  tip  serving  a particular 
District,  h system  ^;f  ’’Controlled  Tioping”  is  used  in  the 
management  of  all  tins,  ®&^d;d  being  used  as  a covering  material. 

All  tips  are  regular^/  inspected  and  treated  where  and 
when  found  necessary/  for  rodent  infestations*  Pc  Hewing  ren- 
resentations  from  the  Hold  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  pood  it  was  necessary  to  fence  certain  tips  used  by 
the  Council  to  cornu ly  with  Diseases  of  Animals  (pQiling  of  pr.'od- 
stuffs)  Order,  1947c 

The  council  took  delivery  of  two  refuse  collection  vehicles 
durin^^  the  vear  to  replace  vehicles  having  been  in  constant  use 
for  over  7 years,  York  is  uroceoding  on  the  rc-cc ndi ti oning 
of  one  of  the  eicistinr  vehicles  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  for 
casual  use  when  one  of  the  regular  vehicles  ore  off  the  road. 

During  urevious  years  cessp..'Ols  of  private  houses  have  been 
emptied  by  the  Flint  R^^ro'Ugh  Council  on  a private  basisc  Towards 
the  end  of  this  year  the  Flint  council  informed  this  c^'uncil  that 
owing  to  pressure  of  work  they  could  no  longer  carry  out  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  belonging  to  private  houses  in  the  Rural 
District  CO’uncil’s  area. 

The  Council  have  now  under  consideration  the  purchase  of  a 
cesspool  emptier  of  800  gallon  capacity  to  be  fitted  \iith  a night- 
soil  attachment.  Quotations  are  being  obtained  from  the  Manufact- 
urers’ such  vehicles  and  a scheme  is  in  the  ccurse  of  pre7_.arati on 
for  submission  to  the  Council  for  the  use  of  a cesspool  emptier 
in  the  Council’s  Cleansing  service  as  the  nightscil  attachment 
wi  11  facilitate  to  th  e removal  of  nightsoil  and  will  be  a considerable 
improvement  on  present  methods  of  nightsoil  collection. 

Should  the  Council  decide  to  purchase  one  cf  these  vehicles 
and  o-nerate  a scheme  as  outlined  in  the  previous  poragrauh  it 
is  honed  at  a later  date  to  take  c»ver  another  District  now  serviced 
by  a Co'ntract  Scheme  without  the  necessity  of  previding  a further 
refuse  collection  vehicle  and  crew. 

Rivers  and  Streams, 

comulalnts  were  received  of  unsatis  fa  etc  ry  conditions  of 
rivers  or  streams  during  the  year. 

' 7. 


Co'niing  glt-:^So 

The  co'oricil  ere  constanly  receiving  applications  for 
Licences  in  resnect  of  camning  sites  and  moveable  dwellings. 

Each  application  is  carefully  examined  and  in  certain  cases  ^ 
the  Coiancil  refused  to  grant  a Licence  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936« 

Camping  sites  are  situated  in  all  parts  cf  the  Rural 
District,  Particularly  in  the  coastal  region  of  Llanasa,  camping 
in  this  r^art  having  reached  a point  of  saturation,  and  the  number 
of  campers  in  this  particular  area  at  peak  holiday  times  is 
estim.ate-i  to  be  in  the  region  of  6,000  'O^eople,  although  an 
estimate  of  15,000  -eov;le  has  been  given  for  i\U(  ust  Bniik  H'-'liday, 
but  this  figure  no  doubt  included  day  visitors  and  people 
occupying  tents  pitched  for  the  v"eekendo 

Periodical  visits  and  inspections  of  camping  sites  and 
dvjellings  are  made  throughout  the  vseason'-'  It  is  found  that  the 
larger  camping  sites  are  fairly  v/ell  managed  being  usually 
supervised  by  Cuiiers  who  reside  on  the  sites  and  employ  staff 
to  secure  proper  sanitary  conditions*  The  Council  does  not 
undertake  public  cleansing  services  on  camping  sites. 

Several  of  the  complaints  received  from  hirers  of  caravans 
were  essentially  of  a Private  nature  between  themselves  and  the 
Owners  of  the  vehicles  concerned,  as  these  complaints  often 
related  to  the  standard  of  accommodation  provided  and  ibicilities 
which  did  not  conform,  in  the  Hirer’s  opinion  to  that  advertised. 

The  water  supply  to  the  of’rTning  area  at  Tola  ere  is  still 
inadequate.  It  will  be  noted  that  work  is  in  progress  on  the 
Distribution  Scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  new  scheme  mil  be 
providing  ’’new”  v«cter  next  summer.  It  is  my  hope  that  the 
conditions  experienced  this  year  and  previous  years  will  cease 
in  1957. 

Smoke  Abatement. 


N"-  complaints  ?jere  received  during  the  year. 

Eradication  of  Pod  Bugs. 

No  case  of  bug  infestation  was  found  during  the  year. 

Schools . 

Tpg  Schools  in  the  district  are  visited  regularly.  A number 
of  new  schools  have  been  built  in  the  district,  replacing  old 
and  unsatisfa ctory  ones  which  were  lacking  in  amenities  and  having 
lnadeq;aate  drainage  and  lavatory  accommodation.  Much  remains  to 
be  done  in  this  field,  but  expenditure  is  limited  by  the  economic 
si tua tion. . 

SECTION  D* 

Ho  in^^  «j 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  Housing 
work  during  the  year.  M?::ny  houses  have  been  repaired  as  a result 
of  formal  action  by  the  Council  or  informal  action  by  their 
Officers  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  either  as  a 
.result  of  routine  inspections  or  on  complaint. 

Works  of  repair  to  a degree  have  been  carried  out  on 

properties  included  in  the  Council’s  Siam  Clearance  Schemes 
covering  the  years  1955  - 1965e  In  dealin,;;  with  this  type  of 
pro-nerty  only  the  minimum  amount  of  work  necessary  to  remedy  the 
more  urgent  defects  and  to  maintain  the  house  in  a weatherproof, 
condition  was  requested  and  obtained.  It  is  fc-lt  that  it  is 


a 


unreasonable  to  request  O'.ners  ^ to  soend  iarne  suras  of  raoney 
on  repairs  to  this  type  of  property  and  such  action  by  the 
Council  would  inevitably  prejudice  the  Cuj.ncil’s  case  when 
dealing  with  the  houses  formally  under  the  H''Usinf-  y\ct5  1926  by 
Clearance  Order  procedure  in  event  of  the  lodging’  of  objections 
by  Owners  and  the  holding  of  public  Inquiriesa  Nevertheless 
one  must  consider  the  Occupiers  of  such  properties  who  will 
possibly  in  certain  cases  be  in  occuoation  for  cuite  a few  years. 

Tlie  C^’uncil  has  continued  ■'"■'th  their  policy  of  dealing 
with  individual  unfit  houses  scheduled  for  a.cticn^when  such 
houses  become  vacanto  These  houses  being  subject  to  action 
under  Socti  n 11  of  the  H'Using  iiCt,  1936  and  Section  10  ^f  tae 
L'col  CO'verirment  (Miscellaneous  provisions)  Act,  1953  and  Closing 
Orders  or  peraolitlon  Orders  were  made  according  to  each  individual 
cascc  It  is  Proposed  to  deal  with  houses  subject  to  Closing 
Orders  fo-rraing  pert  of  a terrace  of  unfit  houses  when  the  Co-uncil 
deal  with  the  remaining  houses  by  Clearance  Order  p>rocedure  at 
a later  da  ter 

Followjing  the  completion  of  the  P ■iisin.-  S’‘ivcy  in  1955 
under  the  provisions  of  Sccui.n  1 uf  t-io  Housing  Popoirs  and 
■^ents  -Act,  1954,  detailed  inspections  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with 
in  the  C-'.'unci  1’ s Slum  Clearance  scaeme  for  the  first  year,  were 
completed  in  July,  1956 ® Properties  in  the  Parish  of  Mold  Pu/.‘al 
in  the  hamlets  and  villages  of  Mynydd  Isa,  Liang,  Pontblyddyn, 
Pont-y-bodkin  and  Leeswood  formed  this  year’s  ircgraramOo  The 
majority  of  houses  being  in  Leeswood  which  togetherr  with  the 
Mo  sty n area  formed  the  two  ’’black  spots"  from  a hO'Using  aspect 
in  the  rural  area.  Ten  Clearance  Areas  involving  ninety-eight 
dwelling  houses  were  submitted  to  the  Rousing  and  Town  Planning 
committee  Meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the  "6th  day  of  July, 

1956,  together  with  detailed  reports  on  each  individual  house, 
general  summaries  and  schedules  of  defects  fereach  area,  an  Officia 
Representation  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  maps  prepared 
by  the  Council’s  Architect. 

The  committee  recommended  to  the  Council  at  their  Meeting 
on  the  20th  July,  1956  to  declare  each  area  tc  be  a Clearance 
Area  within  the  meaning  of  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
and  a resolution  to  this  effect  was  accordingly  passedo 

The  following  table  details  of  each  Clearance  Area 

together  with  the  total  number  of  houses  in  each  area  and  the 
total  number  of  persons  occup^/ing  such  houses  on  the  ’’specified 
day"  under  Section  25  (2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  being  the  loth 
day  of  October,  1956  in  the  case  of  Gleaiance  Areas  Nos.  1 & 2, 
and  the  11th  day  of  October,  1956  in  the  case  of  the  remaining 
Clearance  .Areas  Nos.  3-10  (inclusive). 

Total  number 

No.  of  Area.  Address  of  properties  No.  of  Dwellings  of  persons 

in  Area.  in  Area.  occupying 

houses  in 
arc^  on  10  th/ 
11th  day  3f 
October , 1955c 


le 

bb/lfa  Cottages,  Wylfa 

Hill,  Mynydid  Isa, 

4o 

20 

2. 

Church  Row,  Pontblyddyn. 

12  c 

42 

3. 

Gla  n’  ra  f on  Terra  c e , 

• 

’P^nt-y-bodkin. 

6r> 

20 

4* 

Nant  Cottages,  Pontblyddyn,, 

2o 

3 

5-. 

Lockwood  Row,  Leeswood. 

17 

9 


NOo  of  ApgQo 


A depress  of  prop  ort  Los 
:i  ri  Area- 


N: 


of  D'.'cllin^s 
in  Area. 


Total  nunber 
of  persons 
occupy^  -g 
houses  in 
area  on  LOth/ 
11th  day  Df 
October, 1956« 


6o 

Cnapel  P'-^w,  Leoswood. 

• 

o 
1 — 1 

19. 

7, 

ValeViev;,  Leeswood. 

18. 

• 

ID 

8. 

New  NOW, 

30, 

101. 

9. 

Manchester  House,  Leeswood, 

3. 

13. 

10  o 

’’Tyddyn  cottage-’  and 
Tyddyn  cottages,  Llong. 

4. 

4. 

Totals 

98 « 

284. 

Th  e 

Council  at  a Soecial  Meeting  on 

the  28th 

day  of 

September 

, 1956  made  a Cloarance  Order  in 

respect 

of  each 

area 

referred  to. 

/irra n^iement s are  being  made  for  the  transmission  of 


the  Clearance  Orders  and  Documents  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  local  Government  for  confirmation.  The  procedure  for  dealing 
with  Cloarance  Orders  under  the  rirovisl^ns  of  the  3rd  Schedule 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  is  being  carried  out. 

The  results  of  the  Orders  submitted  are  expected  in  1957. 

Work  has  also  commenced  on  the  detailed^^inspecticn^^of  pronerties 
in  theM^^styn  area,  which  is  the  second”black  spot^from  a Housing 
aspect,  F-^r  the  first  half  yoar  programme  it  is  proposed  to  deal 
with  one  area  comprising  46  occupied  dwelling  houses  known  as 
Tai  Trevor,  Lianerch-y-Mcr,  Mostyn,  this  being  Clearance  Area  No. 

11.  It  is  hoped  to  complete  this  work  and  foir.ard  the  Clearance 
Order  for  confirmation  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Guvernment  in  the.  early  pert  of  1957. 

Housing  Consolidated  Horulations  1925  and  1952, 

In  accordance  with  Article  31  of  the  above  Pe^;ulations  the 
following  information  is  given  in  connection  with  housing  inspec- 
tions; - 

(1)  Nuribcr  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation;  11. 

(2)  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  oy  X/iie  local  authority  or  their 
officers;  61. 

(3)  Number  of  representat  ions  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a 
view  to  (n)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 
works  or  (b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders. 

(a)  Nilo 

C’^)  ^ 

(4)  Humber  of  notices  served  reouiring  the  execution  of  works;  i. 

(5)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices:  31. 

(6)  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  mode;  7. 

(7)  Number  of  houses  in  resnect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
accented  under  subsecti on(3 ) of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  2, 

(8)  Number  of  houses  demolished;  Nil. 


New  Council  Houses  comnleted  in  1956;  20. 

New  Council  Houses  under  construction  at  31.12,56;  30. 
Private  Houses  completed  in  1956;  19. 
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SECTION  E. 

Shorjs  InsT)GetiDn 


Much  time  has  been  heveted  to  the  inspecticn  of  premises 
where  feed  is  prepared  and/or  exposed  for  sale.  Inspections 
made  in  1955  and  letters  sent  regarding  provisicns  of  the  Food 
& Drugs  Act,  19  55  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Hegulaticns,  1955  to 
secure  compliance  with  these  Statutory  enactments  are  being 
attended  to  and  works  of  improvement  to  premises  and  equipment 
are  in  progfess  at  several  shops. 

The  1st  of  July,  1955  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
remaining  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  are 
now  being  enforced e 

Particular  attention  is  also  paid  in  the  inspection  of 
Public  Houses  to  the  sanitary  accommoda tion  prcvisi ons  under 
Section  69  of  the  Public  Health  .Act.  1936  and  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  several  Public  Houses  both  under  the  Food  & Drugs 
Act,  1955  and  the  Public  Health  iiCt,  1936,  Particular  attention 
has  also  been  given  to  food  pv.nmT.c.es  situated  cn  camping  sites 
which  only  open  for  the  holiday  seasono 

Only  in  a few  instances  has  it  been  necessary  to  grant 
Certificates  of  Exemption  under  Regulation  31  of  the  Food  H^'giene 
Regulations,  due  mainly  to  the  absence  of  drainage  facilities, 
restricted  accommodation  and  impending  Slmn  Clearance  Order  Schemes. 

Generally  it  can  be  reported  that  progress  is  being  made 
to  secure  higher  standards  of  food  hygiene,  but  it  is  felt  t ha  t parts 
of  the  District  present  problems  for  compliance  with  certain 
Regulations  due  to  the  absence  of  essential  services. 

Large  areas  of  the  Rural  District  are  catered  for  by  travelling 
sho’^s  and  attention  has  been  raid  to  these  vehicles.  Many  of 
these  vehicles  are  from  premises  outside  the  Council's  area. 

One  comrilaint  was  received  from  the  purchaser  of  a fruit  cake 
which  when  cut  was  found  to  contain  a nail.-  This  cose  was  fully 
investigated  and  reported  to  the  Public  Health  committee,  who 
decided  that  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  in  view  of  the 
Manufacturer's  previous  good  record  a letter  warning  the  Company 
to  exercise  greater  care  in  the  future  be  sent  to  them. 

Several  applications  were  received  from  Owners  and  Occupiers 
for  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  storage  and  sole  of 
Ice-Cream.  Inspections  of  premises  were  made  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory  bofOTe  such  premises  were  registered. 

A number  of  applications  were  received  from  persons  retailing 
mj Ik  in  the  area  for  Supplementary  & Dealers'  licences  under  the 
Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  Each  application  was  carefully 
scrutinised  and  in  certain  cases  further  enquiries  were  made 
before  the  granting  of  such  Licences. 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  from  the  general  public 
regarding  food  premises  and  the  personnel  engaged  in  the  handling 
of  food. 

Slaughter  - houses., 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  rcigularly  in  each  of  the  five 
slaughter-houses  licensed  by  the  council,  with  the  occasional 
slaughtering  at  other  licensed  premises.  All  meat  is  inspected 
before  leaving  the  slaughter-house  and  this,  together  with 
irregular  hours  of  slaughtering  involves  a considerable  amount 
of  work  outside  normal  Office  hours.  Some  of  the  meat  inspected 
is  for  sale  in  sho-ns  outside  the  Council's  district. 
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Mc^  t I nsp  eo 'I'j.  one, 

The  rDllov/ing  is  q summary  of  meat  inspecticn  carried  out  , 
during  the  year;- 

' y 

Animals  inspected;- 


Peasts  313 

rigs  186 

calves  17 

Sheen  & Lambs  2,551 

A reasonable  stan^Tard  of  hygiene  is  maintained  at  all  the 
slaughter -houses  o Legislation  is  now  awaited  tc  secure  higher 
standards  for  slaughter-houses  and  until  this  comes  into  force 
no  imnrovements  are  being  carried  out* 

Milk, 


An  im-nortant  event  of  1955  in  ohe  drive  f c r safe  and  clean 
milk  v;as  the  inclusion  of  the  District  in  a "Specified  Area". 

This  means  that  only  milk  bearing  a "special  designation"  may  be 
sold  by  retail  in  the  Districto  This  legislation  is  intended  to 
prevent  the  sale  to  the  public  of  tuberculous  milk.  The  public 
can  now  buy  only  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  or  heat-treated  milk, 
both  of  which  should  be  free  from  risks  it  is  hoped  that  this 
measure  will  assist  in  the  eradication  of  milk-bcrne  diseases. 

The  public  is  now  protected  against  buying  raw  milk  which 
may  be  infected,  but  human  nature  being  os  it  is,  no  doubt  people 
will  continue  to  get  rovj  milk,  when  ani  where  they  can. 

SE-CTIO]^?^ 

Prev^ance  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  ether  N->tifiable 
Diseases  ( excluding  ’Tviberculosis  |T 


Notifiable  Diseases  ~ 1956o 


Diseases. 

Closes 
( Corr 
1956 

Notified 
acted  ) 
1955 

Deaths 

1956 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

20 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

Mea  sles 

66 

394 

- 

Pneumonia 

17 

42 

9 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

~ 

Meni  ngi  tis 

- 

1 

- 

Poori  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

4 

D-'sentery 

— 

o 

U 

— 

Encepha  litis 

— 

1_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

i 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

146 

482 

9 

There  were  20  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  mostly  of  a mild 
type,  mainly  in  children,  the  majority  occurring  the  first  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year.  29  of  the  39  cases  of  whooping  cough 
were  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  in  children  under  10  years  of 
age.  There  were  66  cases  of  measles  with  no  derths,  most  of  the 
coses  being  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  were  in  children 
up  t.)  9 years.  Tnerc  v;ere  17  cases  of  pneumonia,  with  9 deaths. 

As  IS  usual  in  this  complaint,  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  very 
young  and  the  elderly.  There  were  no  cases  of  Dirdithoria  nor  of 
P ^liv^myeli t iSo  One  death  was  reported  as  due  tc  ijfluenza,  though 
this  complaint  was  prevalent  early  in  the  year.  There  were  no 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Ngy;  cases  notifi ed  dui'in^-  the  year  1956, 


/i^G  f.roups 


RGSpiratory 
M F 


Non-respira tory 
M F 


Urider  5 years 

5-14  years  3 1 

15-24  years  3 1 

25  - 44  years  1 5 

45  - 64  years  8 3 

65  years  and  over  2 

At,Q  unkna-pjn  1 1 


2 

1 


1 


Teta Is 


16  ].i 


3 


During  the  year  there  were  29  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  notifiedj  and  6 cases  of  non-pulmcnary  tuberculosis 
(oomnared  with  28  and  4 in  1955 ')  o T'ne-se  numbers  include 
transfers  in  from  other  districtso 

There  were  5 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (4  males  and 
1 female)  and  no  deaths  from  non-pulmonar y tuberculosis,  compared 
with  '7  in  19  55, 


I am  certain  that  the  close  co-ooeration  existing  between 
general  practitioners,  the  Chest  physicians  and  the  county  Council 
Health  Visiting  Staff  is  leading  to  the  earlier  diagnosis  of 
tuberculosis  cases,  and  their  quicker  restoration  to  good  health. 
The  housing  conditions  of  some  of  the  notified  cases  are  bad, 
and  I trust  that  the  Housing  coramittoe  will  continue  to  give  such 
cases  sympathetic  consideration. 

Throughout  the  country  as  a whole,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  increasing,  but  the  death  rate  from 
this  complaint  is  falling.  It  is  probable  that  under  present 
conditions,  many  cases  are  detected  which  would  formerly  have 
gone  un-no ti cod. 

From  November,  1955  to  j\pril,  1956,  the  Moss  X-ray  unit  of 
the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  B-^ard  visited  the  county  and  operated 
mainly  in  the  urban  areas.  The  response  of  the  public  to  this 
valuable  service  v/as  good.  It  is  booed  that  the  visits  of  the 
Unit  will  be  annual  ones.  In  all,  12,377  persons  (5,395  males 
and  6,932  females),  from  the  general  population  and  the  schools, 
and  6,231  (4,387  males  and  1,844  females),  from  factories,  works _ 
and  institutions  ’jjore  examinedo  No  definite  cases  of  tuberculosis 
were  found,  but  124  persons  were  kept  under  observation.  690 
persons  were  found  to  have  abnormalities  in  the  chest. 

J\3-rangements  were  completed  for  t he  immunisat icm  of  school- 
children  against  Tuberculosis.  This  service  is  voluntary  and 
free,  .and  is  at  present  confined  to  children  in  the  13  years  age 
group. 


B.CoG.  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

During  1956  the  County  Council,  as  the  local  Health  i^uthority 
intoroduced  a scbrnne  for  the  protection  of  school  children  against 
Tuberculosis.  The  object  of  B.C.U.  immunisation  is  to  give  a 
child  an  artificial  immunity  or  protection  where  no  naturral 
r^rotection  exists.  The  procedure  consists  of  skin-testing  the 
child  with  Tuberculin.  Tlie  result  of  this  test  shows  whether 
the  child  has  a natural  or  acquired  protection,  or  has  no  pro- 
tection at  all.  If  thero  is  no  protection,  the  child  is  given 
one  injection  into  the  skin  of  the  upper  arm.  In  a few  weeks  a 
small  scab  forms  and  falls  off  and  the  proceedUre  is  now  completed 

During  1956,  1,286  children  between  13  and  14  years  were 
tested  and  of  893  found  to  be  suitable  for  BrC.G.  vaccination, 


G59  were  given  the  nev":essQjy  There  v:ere  no  ill- 

effects.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  schane,  so  that  oil 
children,  by  the  time  they  leave  school,  will  be  reasonably 
well-nro tested , Tbe  written  consent  of  the  parent  or  guardiJ#i^ 
is  necessary  in  each  case..  ' 

m 

National s i stance  A c t , 19 43  _(S_cp ti  on  47  ) . 

Nati 1 i\s sis tance  ( 7imc n dment]  Act,  19 51c  (Hc.moval  to  suitable 
•n remises  of  nersons  in  need  of  care  and  attenti:.  n). 


No  eases  were  dealt  with  under  these  Acts  during  the  year, 
but  many  visits  were  made  in  this  connection?  Elderly  ueonle, 
esnecially  those  living  alone,  need  sympathetic  sunervision, 
and  this  is  carried  out  in  co-or^c-rati  on  with  the  County  Health 
and  Welfare  Departments o ^""ith  the  ever-increasing  numbers  of 
aged  nersons  in  the  pouulation,  there  will  be  a corresponding 
increase  in  demand  for  institutional  and  hospital  accommodation. 
The  general  ouinioui  is  that  eM  erly  oeople  are  best  left  in  their 
ho-mes  but  cases  do  occur  where  the  oers'ons  are  ill  and  uncared 
for,  unwashed,  living  in  dirty  conditions,  and  are  a constant 
danger  to  their  neighbours  through  carelessness  in  regard  to 
fire  and  gas-fi ttings„  Hhen  a person  has  to  be  removed  against 
his  her  will  to  hospital,  it  is  necessary  tc  get  the  patient^s 
doctor,  a magistrate,  the  T/elfare  Officer,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  police,  if  necessary  and  an  ambulanceo  /uicl 
usually  at  the  last  moment  the  patient  withdraws  his  objections 
to  going  to  hospitals  Very  few  cases  are  dealt  w;ith  in  a year, 
but  some  of  them  could  be  avoided  if  relatives  of  aged  ueo-nle 
disulayed  a little  mere  humanity.  Many  of  the  c Id  people  on  whom 
I tceep  a benevolent  eye  have  relatives  within  easy  travelling 
distance,  but  w:ho  never  come  near  them,  C'O  the  other  hand,  sone 
old  people  can  be  outrageously  difficult  and  unreasonable  that 
strangers  can  handle  them  better  than  can  relatives. 

Anti -Poliomyelitis  vo.  c ci  na  ti  o-n . 

Durin-:  1956,  protection  against  Poliomyelitis  was  made 
available  to  children  born  between  1947  and  1954.  Supplies  of* 
vaccine  were  limited  but  bv  the  end  of  the  year,  306  children  in 
the  C ‘runty  had  received  the  two'  injections  w;ithcut  after-effects. 
There  was  considerable  doubt  in  many  paren'fcs^  minds  regarding 
the  risks  involved.  Ill-informed  newsoaper  articles  (many  of 
them  ostensibly  written  by  doctors,  who  should  have  known  better) 
and  the  absence  of  lucid  official  information,  served  to  odd  to 
the  confusion,  Put  when  parents  saw;  that  others^  children  were 
receiving  the  injections  without  dire  results,  there  w;as  a rush 
to  sign  consent  forms,  since  then,  the  poliomyelitis  immunisation 
clinic  sessions  hove  Proceo'^ed  as  regularl3^  as  supplies  of  vaccine 
’^ermit,  and  loithout  any  ill-effects.  It  must  be  recorded  that 
the  childroo  are  more  sensible  about  the  ‘''rocedure  than  are  some 
of  the  parents.  There  was  the  same  kind  of  Sierra  when  anti- 
DiPhtheria  immunisation  w;as  introduced  generally  in  1940,  and 
it  is  already  clear  that  anti -Poliomyelitis  vaccination  xwill  be 
accepted  without  undue  apprehension, 

FA  CTO  PIES  ACTS,  1937  cind  1948,: 

Part  1~  of  tde  Act. 

lusp  ectlo ns  ^ 

Fremi  ses , 
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